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On Aug. 2, gubernatorial elections took place in five states Durango, Aguascalientes, Oaxaca,
Veracruz and Zacatecas , and elections for municipal officials and state legislators in Baja California.
Official results were expected the following week. Elections in Puebla, Sinaloa, Tamaulipas and
Tlaxcala states are scheduled for November. In Durango, National Action Party (PAN) candidate
Rodolfo Elizondo was expected to win. Former mayor of the capital city, Elizondo also had the
support of the Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD). The PRD-PAN alliance was a first in
gubernatorial elections. The ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) was expected to win the
governor's office in the other four states. Jose Luis Camargo, spokesperson for PAN's executive
committee in Durango state, accused the PRI of fraud at polling places located in the capital and five
other communities. The PAN-PRD coalition said it expects to win, "despite serious irregularities
committed by the ruling party during the electoral process and in the voting itself, and the 70%
abstention rate." According to a report by the Democratic Assembly for Effective Suffrage (ADESE),
the PRI spent US$40 million on the campaign in Veracruz; US$25 million in Durango; US$18 million
in Oaxaca; US$15 million in Zacatecas; US$14 million in Aguascalientes; and US$13 million in Baja
California. In Veracruz, combined expenditures by the PRD and PAN came to US$80,000, and
in Oaxaca, US$65,000. In Baja California, governed by the PAN since 1988, PAN spent over US
$57,294, and the PRI, US$53,468. The ADESE sent 800 observers to the six states. Preliminary reports
indicated abstentionism of over 70% in Veracruz. Voter turnout was low in Oaxaca, Durango and
Zacatecas states. Aug. 3: PAN spokesperson Alberto Noyola accused the PRI of "ignominious"
fraud in the Durango gubernatorial elections. According to Noyola, the PRI offered breakfasts to
145,000 people, and distributed gifts of between 300,000 and 400,000 pesos (US$100 to US$130).
PRI spokespersons reported an easy win with 70% of the vote in Aguascalientes. PRI candidate
Otto Granados Roldan is a former national press secretary. The PRI claimed victory for candidate
Diodoro Carrasco in Oaxaca as well. Abstentionism in the Oaxaca election was estimated at 45%.
In Zacatecas, the PRI candidate was Arturo Romo Gutierrez, leader of the Mexican Workers
Confederation (CTM). The party reported that Romo Gutierrez obtained 64% of the vote. In
Veracruz, PRI candidate and former environment minister Patricio Chirinos, was declared the
winner with 70% of the vote. The PRI also claimed victory in the Durango gubernatorial election.
Heberto Castillo, PRD candidate for governor in Veracruz, told reporters that fraud by the PRI
was "rampant." According to the PRD, voter abstention in Veracruz was as high as 75%. In Baja
California (pop. 2,000,000), where for the first time ever voters were issued with voting cards bearing
photographs, voter turnout was a record 80%. Baja California governor Ernesto Ruffo of the PAN
predicted that his party would win the legislative and municipal elections which he described as
"clean" and fair. The state-level electoral commission (CEE) in Aguascalientes said that the vote
count based on 637 polling stations indicated 64.6% for the PRI; 21.37% for PAN; and, 2.65% for the
PRD. Voter turn-out was estimated at 54%. In Oaxaca, electoral commission officials reported vote
count results based on 1,866 of 2,960 polling places, or 295,206 ballots. The PRI candidate received
221,550 of the total, and the PAN, 20,913. Candidates and party officials of several opposition parties,
including the PAN, acknowledged that the vote favored the PRI candidate. Voter abstentionism was
estimated at 65%. Aug. 5: PRI spokespersons accused the PAN of fraud in Baja California. Aug. 8:
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The PRD's national executive committee announced plans to request annulment of the elections
in Durango, Veracruz and Oaxaca due to "serious irregularities." The Zacatecas state electoral
commission released final results of the Aug. 2 election. According to the commission, PRI candidate
Arturo Romo was the winner. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 07/30/92, 08/02/92; Associated
Press, 08/02/92; Inter Press Service, 08/03/92; Notimex, 08/03/92, 08/05/92; Agence France-Presse,
08/02/92, 08/03/92, 08/08/92)
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